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Abstract

The chief purpose of this paper is to suggest a
model for analysis of text coherence that can be used by
teachers of English as a foreign language (EFL) ,as well
as teachers of translation .The suggested model is also
hoped to be useful in teaching certain subjects such as
composition, essay writing, and translation . A brief
account of the elements of the model is given, and to
check the applicability of the model it is applied to a
sample text .The paper ends up with a number of
conclusions and pedagogical recommendations based

on the findings of the study .

1.Introduction
There has been a recent interest in teaching foreign

languages at suprasentential level .Modern programs of
foreign language teaching no longer aim at enabling
learners to produce single unconnected sentences .
Instead , these programs aim at enabling learners to
communicate meaningfully and purposively .

This shift in aim adds further demands on the part
of foreign language teachers including EFL teachers .Not
only do EFL teachers have to teach their students the
structure of single sentences, but they are also required
to teach their student how these single sentences can
be used to produce meaningful texts. To achieve this
purpose, EFL teachers have to teach their students
certain textual aspects chief among which is coherence-
to which the present paper is limited .EFL teachers are
required to teach their students how to achieve smooth
transition from one text item to another, and how to
arrange text details in a logical way .

In fact, few subjects in field of linguistics ,
particularly text linguistics, attract as much attention
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as coherence does . There seems to be an increasing
number of readers and monographs on this subject.
However, as for EFL teachers ,there seems to be an
obvious need to investigate coherence from a
pedagogical view point .In teaching composition, essay
writing, translation, teachers seem to bein a real need
of a model for the analysis of coherence of the texts
they are dealing with .The present study is an attempt
to suggest such a model .The suggested model is hoped
to be of two-fold value .On one hand, it can be useful for
teachers in analysing coherence of the texts produced
or translated by students .On the other hand, it can also
serve as a teaching guide .The teacher can use the
model to show his students how to achieve coherence in
writing or translating texts by analysing the coherence
of some sample texts infront of his students .

Thus the significance of this paper stems from the
significance  of composition, essay writing and
translation on the other hand .

However, to achieve the purpose of this study, the
paper first sheds light on the concept of coherence to
avoid the confusion that may exist over the distinction
between coherence and cohesion .The paper then,
provides a brief account of the elements of the
suggested model . Finally ,to show its applicability, the
model is applied to a text written in English, and then to

its Arabic version .

2.0n Defining Coherence
Beaugrande and Dressler (1981:94) envision

coherence as “the outcome of combining concepts and
relations into a network of knowledge space centerd
around main topicsf In other words, Beaugrande
(1980:18) views coherence as “the procedures whereby
elements of knowledge are made recoverable " .These
procedures subsume:

1.Logical relations such as casualty and class inclusion .
2.Knowledge of how event, actions, objects, and
situations are organized .

3.The striving for continuity in human experience .

However, it may also be useful to define coherence
by distinguishing it from cohesion with which is often
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confused . In this regard, many authors seem to view
coherence as a covert potential meaning relationship
among parts of text while they consider cohesion as an
overt relationship between parts of the text expressed
by language specific markers . For instance , Crystal
(1985:s.v.coherence) views coherence as ‘“the
underlying functional connectedness” of a written or
spoken text at “surface-structure level”.On the other
hand, Hatim and Mason (1990:192) define coherence as
“continuity of sense ”,while they define cohesion as
“connectivity between its surface parts”.

3.Elements 6f the suggested Model
This section involves a brief account of the

elements that can be used as criteria for measuring text
coherence .

3.1.The Individual Identity Condition
According to this condition, determining the

coherence of a text requires considering the type of
relations between the individuals found in the text . In
other words , it requires determining whether the
movement from one individual to another is smooth,
logical or not .To clarify the use of this condition in the
analysis of text coherence, it can be useful to consider
the following text quoted from van Dijk (1977:28):

Clare Russel came into clarion office on the
following morning,feeling tired and depressed, She went
straight to her room, took off her hat, touched her face
with a powder puffand sat down at her desk .Her mail
was spread out neatly, her blotter was snowy and her
inkwell was filled .But she didn’t feel like work .

It can be recognized that the relationships between
the individuals in the above text are those of inclusion,
membership, part-whole and possession .The room is
part of the office, the desk is part of the office room.
.Mail, blotter and inkwell are related to the desk-world .
At the same time , the hat and powder are possible
possession of afemale human individual .In brief, the
individuals in this text cluster around two concepts: a
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human female individual and an office .Thus it can be
argued that relationshipsbetween the individuals in this

text are logical .

vanDijk (Ibid) affirms that to determine text
coherence, it is also necessary to consider predicate
relations .To van Dijk, these relations need only exist
between predicates assigned to the same individual
within the same series .In the above text, the predicates
are related because they indicate a sequence of
activities (bodily and mental states) for the woman
series andfﬁn_umber of connected properties (neatness,
readiness dimension) of the office-desk properties .
3.2.0rdering of Descriptions

Abdul-Razzaq and AL-Hassan (2000:30) and van
Dijk (1977:105-6) shed light on certain orderings of
description. .They hold that the normal ordering of state
descriptions is determined by certain constraints such

as

. general-particular

. whole-part / component
set-subset-element

. including-included

. large-small

f. outside-inside

g. possessor-possessed

h. familiar-unfamiliar

CO0CTW

The normal ordering of descriptions in terms of the
above constraints is not based only on constraints of
semantic information distribution, but also on general
cognitive principles of perception and attention .Human
beings usually describe a whole object before its parts,
a large object before a small one .Thus descriptions like

the following are hardly given:

There was a vase in the room .Under it was a table.
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However, to determine coherence in terms of this
condition, it is important to decide whether the
descriptions found in the text are ordered according to
the constraints mentioned above or not .A text in which
the order of description moves from general to
particular and continues in this directions will certainly
be more coherent than a text in which descriptions are
not ordered .Consider the following text quoted from
Abdul-Razzaq and Hassan (2000:82):

My bedroom is a small but comfortable room
facing east .It thus has the advantage of the early
morning sun, though when the wind is in the east it is
rather cold .The walls are printed blue, as my parent,
consider wall-paper to be both expensive and
unhealthy. Apart from the bed,the only furniture is a
wardrope, a small table, an easy chair and a small

bookcase .

It can be clearly seen that the writer of the above
text works from large to small .He first starts with a
general idea about what he is describing, and then
describes the things found in his room .He first
describes, larger things and afterwards puts in smaller
details .Thus it can be argued that there is a logical
movement in the description of the things found in the
writer’s room, and consequently the text can be
considered as coherent .

3.3.Normality Condition
The normality condition refers to the normality of

the worlds involved in the text .That is the reader’s
expectations about the semantic structure of a text are
determined by his knowledge about the structure of
worlds in general and of particular states and events.
This general knowledge is often referred to as “frame”
Brown and Yule (1983:238) use the term “frame” to
refer to a “fixed representation of knowledge qbout the
world” .In other words, they view frame as a “stable set
of facts a bout the world” .To clarify the above definition
, they refer to Minsky’s analogy between a frame for a
room in a visual scene, and a frame for a noun phrase in
a text .The elements in these two frames are obligatory
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